Aetat.tifl.1   A7o happy middle, state in France.
treated by the Kn^lish Benedictines, and have a cell appropriated to me in their convent.'
He observed,' The ^reat in Franco live very magnificently, but the; rest very miserably. Then' is no happy middle state as in Kn^'land1. The shops of I'aris tire mean; the meat in the markets is such as would be sent to a j^aol in England": and Mr. Thrale justly observed, that the cookery
1 Horace Walpole wrote from Paris in 1771 (/.r'/VVvvr, v, 317 n;l: • 'The distress here is incredible, especially at Court.... The middling and common people are not much richer than Job when he had lost everything but his patience,' Rousseau wrote of the French in 1777 : —•'Cette nation qui se pretend si gate mnntre pen eette gaite dans scs jeux. Souvent j'allais jadis uux guinguettes pour y voir dansrr Ic menu pen pic; mats ses danses etaiem, si maussades, sou maintien si dolent, si gauche, tjiie j'en sortais plutot contriste qtte rejotti.' /r.v AVwvV'.v, /Xitit'. />r<>M('/tttt/<'. Haretli (Jtwt'ity /<» i!t'n<>ti, iv. i.|n| denies that the French 'art' entitled to the appellation of cheerful.1 ' l'r«»v-cnee,' he says (//>. t.|K), 'is the only province in which you see with some sent of frecpifiuy the rustic assemblies roused up to chrrrtulnes1; l>y l\\v jifi't' and the ttiinlwtiriit* Mrs. l'i«»//,i desciibes tlje ulfience tif 'the huppy middle state' abroad. ' As soon as Dover is leli behind, every man seems to belong1 to some other man, and no man to himself,' I'ioxid'.s/fW/v/n', ii. ,ui, Voltaire, in his review <\l Jit/?\t MiiHtfc-vflle (ffinr/'.v, xliii. 304), says: 'Pour pen \\\\'w\ mman. une tnigedie, tine eomedie ait de sucet's a I .on tires, on en fait trois el tjtiatte reli-tions en pen de tnois; e'est que 1'etat mitoyen est plus liche <-t ptun instruit en An^leterre tju'en I-'ranee, tSre.' Hut. Harry, lite painter i />t>\f. May 17, 1783), in j 766, described to Hurke.'ihe crowds nl l»»i».v «««n.' tented people which cover (as one may savi the whole late uf the country.' Hut he was an Irishman comparing Frame with behind, 'They make a strong, but melancholy com HIM to a miserable -which I cannot help thinking of .sometimes. You will not be at uny IOSH to know that 1 mean Ireland.' Harry's //*»«//% i, $*/« ' Humr,' suy.H Dr. J. II, Hurt on, 'in his A',v.vtn» rw Tit? /'»»///r.v <»/ dtfttt /Irtttiitt (published in 1741), alludes to the absence of a middle rluw* in Scotland, where he says, there are only " two ranks of men, gentlemen who luive Home fortune and education, and the meanest starving poor; without any considerable number of the middling rank of men, whit h abounds more in Kngland, both in cities and in the country, than in any other quarter of the world." ' Lift" t>f ///////r4, i. tyK. I do not Itnd this passage in the edition of Hume's AVwi't' of 1770,
9 Yet Smollett wrote in 1763:   'All manner of Imuhet's uu-.u urnl
ofow h«»w J K«I oti, Mv »nn«i jnu-;i U-nourished.' Lt'ttrr* tf /I'«M?<r//; pp. tv| 5,
